ComFlor® case study
Grand Pier, Weston-Super-Mare
Client: Grand Pier, Weston-Super-Mare
Architect: Angus Meek Architects
Main contractor: John Sisk & Son Ltd
Deck installer: Prodeck-Fixing Ltd
Decking system: ComFlor® 60

Weston-Super-Mare’s main tourist
attraction, the iconic Grand Pier, has risen
like a phoenix from the ashes of a fire
that completely destroyed it in 2008.
With its quarter of a mile long promenade
walk, the pier holds a special place in the
hearts of generations of holidaymakers and
is the town’s number one tourist attraction.
The new Grand Pier features 4,200m2 of
ComFlor® 60 composite floor decking, which
was installed by Prodeck-Fixing Ltd, helping
to create an impressive and iconic new
multi-floor structure.
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“An impressive and
iconic new multi-floor
structure, offering
World Class rides and
attractions, function
rooms, conferencing,
entertainment and
event space.”

The Grand Pier has been a popular
attraction at the North Somerset seaside
resort of Weston-Super-Mare since 1904.
With its quarter of a mile long promenade
walk, the pier holds a special place in the
hearts of generations of holidaymakers and
is the town’s number one tourist attraction.
A Grade II listed building, work on
construction of the original pier
commenced in the winter of 1903, with
£200,000 raised through shareholders.
When it opened, the pier boasted a 2,000
seat Theatre Pavilion, which hosted
concerts, ballet performances, opera and
boxing matches.
It was rebuilt following a fire which
destroyed the original pier in 1930 and was
purchased by Mr A Brenner in 1946.
The Brenner family remained as owners
of the pier, until it was sold to brother and
sister Kerry and Michelle Michael in 2008.

The Grand Pier was re-opened in April of
that year, following extensive upgrading,
including a go-kart track, climbing wall and
a bar.
But the summer of 2008 was to deal a
devastating blow to the owners and
townsfolk in general. On July 28th, the pier
was completely destroyed by a fire that was
visible more than ten miles away.
Mercifully, there were no casualties, but the
blow dealt to Weston-Super-Mare, which
saw its main attraction go up in smoke, was
incalculable.
Fortunately the Micheals were completely
devoted to bringing their pier back to life.
Their dedication was rewarded in October
2010, when a completely rebuilt Grand Pier
opened - an impressive and iconic new
multi-floor structure, offering World Class
rides and attractions, function rooms,
conferencing, entertainment and event
space, all in one waterproof arena.
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The totally rebuilt Grand Pier at WestonSuper-Mare has been constructed to up to
the minute standards, achieving a one-hour
fire rating. It represents a major upgrade
over the predominantly timber structure
destroyed in the 2008 inferno.
The brainchild of Grand Pier Design
Competition winners Angus Meek
Architects of Bristol, the new building is
extremely distinctive, with Art Deco accents
that hint at the Pier’s long history.
In order to get the Pier re-opened as soon as
possible, it was decided that the steel frame
and floor decking would be simultaneously
installed.
To meet this tough challenge, ComFlor® 60
composite floor decking was chosen for the
project. ComFlor® 60 offers the ultimate in
lightweight steel decking for all multi-rise
buildings.
It combines exceptional spanning
capabilities with reduced concrete usage to
provide a cost-effective and attractive floor
solution that’s easy to install.

James Fisher, owner of Prodeck-Fixing Ltd,
explained that the installation of 4200m2 of
ComFlor® 60 on the first, second and third
floors was made even more demanding as it
all took place nearly 300 metres out to sea
in the middle of winter.
“Wind, changing tide and even snow all
served to create potential delays. Extreme
cold weather meant that it was only
possible to pour concrete when the
temperature rose over four degrees celsius.

“The key aspect
was the speed
of build with
ComFlor® 60. It was
very fast to install.
Simultaneously
constructing the steel
frame and floor
decking probably
saved months.”

“One of the unique aspects of the project
was getting the materials out to the pier
itself.
“They were ferried out to the Pier on a
floating barge with a crane that went in and
out with the tide.
“Bundles of ComFlor® 60 decking were lifted
from a compound on the side of the pier,
then lifted onto the pier itself.
“They were finally transported to their
destination via trolleys on a walkway. Sheets
were then lifted into position on the steel
frame as it was built. We then put in the
reinforcement.
“Even the pumping of concrete was
noteworthy. It had to be pumped 300
metres out to sea and to a maximum height
of 15 metres.
“In spite of the challenges, we completed
about two weeks ahead of the scheduled
build programme. This did include some
overnight work, when pouring the concrete
at the right temperature.
“The key aspect was the speed of build with
ComFlor® 60. It was very fast to install.
Simultaneously constructing the steel
frame and floor decking probably saved
months.”
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